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— LAB_ELINGOF IRMDIATED FOODS :..-. ........-..—-. .._.*.— -.--.—-.. .:...,a.*-XX.-,..

‘“TheU.S. Fo&lanti Drug Adn@istmtionhas begunsolicit@gpubIiccommentabout whetherthey should
removeall current Iabelingrequirernints for irradiatedfx$, =. ..

.-.
Currently,the FDA re&res that re@ packagesor dispIa~.of@xWed fixd includeboththe logo fir
irradiation(nidurasymbol)and a statiment like “treatedby”i&&ation,”and that such noticesbe :;
prominently&splayed.The FDAis asking whethercurrentirradiationIabelingrequirementsb revis@ and ~1
less conspicuouslydisplay~ or qmsider such alternativeterms as “coldpasteurization”and “electrtic ~’
pasteurization,” insteadof irradiation; and whethersuchlabelingrequirementsshould expireat a speciikcl
date in the tire. ,.,>... ...--“.....
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DEADLINE:Written commentsm@tbe submittedby May-18,1999.
ADDRESSES: Submitwritten mmments and supportingmaterialto the Docketnumber: #98N-1038j
DocketsManagemmt Branch (HFA-305),Food‘ad D~g Administration,5630 Fishers Lane,Rm. 1061,
Rockville,MD 20852. Email at: FDADockets@oc,fda.gov.Ifemailiig ixmunentsputtheDocketnumber
mthe subject line., . .. . .-

ln the fd irradiationprocess, food is exposedto gammaradiation(ionizingradiation)wherethe fd is . “
pissed throu~ a chambercontainingfidioactive cobalt-60(or cesium137),electronbeamsor X-rays that -
bombardthe fti and kill bacteria, rn&cls and mold.

hradiation also destroysvitamins.Even at low doses,someirradiatedf& lose 20% of vitaminssuch as
C, E, K, and B complex.Becauseirradiationbreaks downcellwalls, irradiatedfoodswhichare stored fix
longperiods may lose 70-80’%0oftheir vitamin content.

And it is unclear what effect eating irradiated fd willhaveon humans.Studieson animalsfti irradiated
‘ ftioilshave shownincreased~ors, r~rcxluctive fiilures andkidneydamage.Chromosomalabnonnrdities
occurredm“childrenfrom Indiawho,were fed k“diat.ed v&W .%
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Desp~ irradiation’s harards and drawbacks, it is b&g agg&siveIy pushedby an embattledmeat industry
:.. ”

iookingfor cover in the wake ofm.unerousrecentfd-home illnessoutbreaks,particularly E cd and
hsteria. At the,-e time, the rndus&yhas vigorouslyopp&&l’eftlxtsto cleanup filthy slaughterhous%,.. .....-
SIW downrn%l pr-@uctionproce%rig’kes, “stopthe fag “ofantibioticsand renderedanimalprotein to
lhestoc~ and increasethe number of f&&d meat inspe&rs -all moreproductivemeasuresto reduce fd
borne-illnesses.
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“-””Wfio@”la6eliiig of tidiatixl fo&f’-&~e&’willbeno way forq@urners to knowthat fd has been .“. ,

irradiated. .“::;”,-’., ;
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Organic Consumers Association 860 Highway 61, Little Mar% Mn 5561.4._,... ........... .. .-----...
O(2Ais a,prpj@ of the Cente<for Food Safety
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. . Tel:.218T’726-1443 F& 21~-226-1446. .. .. . .. .
En@: ca3q@&n@or&Lqoco“’xw.xrnemorg WebP&e: www.orgzinicconsumers.org ~.:,::..+..,?
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““’”$&j@$’ __~EMANb”’tiBELIN&ND TESTING OF,
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..- %o~~mo~. .:-..’GENEtiCALLY ENGINEERED FOOD .-
. .

=:IrIMay 1998, the Organic consumers”k-$o~~~on’s legal t~-fie Center for Food Safe&, fled a
‘“lawsuit against the Food Z@ Drug Admiriistfafion. The Iawsuit”currently in U.S. District Court
forD.C. Docket No. 98-CV-1300, is challenging the FDA’s,current policy on genetically
engineered foods, specifically its fdure to,require labeling or Wy safety test”mg.In additio~ the ;
lawsuit alIeges that the FDA has ignored significant heal~ tid environmental risks associated ~
tith genetically engineered foods. .&.:_:--......... .
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CuRently, 36 different genetically engineered ,whole foods are being sold without labeling or
safety testing. These include potatoes, tomatoes, soy, cow “squ~shand many other tilts and
vegetables to which a variety of new genes from &Rerent sp-eeieshave been added. These --
genetically engineered whole foods are also used as ingredients”~ processed foods, and are
present in a number”of mass consumed food products from major soy based baby formulas to
some of the most popular com chip brands. Because of FDA’sfdure to require labeling, millions
of American infimts, children and adults are consuming genetically engineered products each day “
~~hout their knowledge. -. ..Ld,,:=,:
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The most pressing health concern involves the impact “ofinsertkg”noveI genes into fruks,
vegetables and other food products, Each gene insertion creates the possibility that a nontoxic
element in the-food could become toxic and endanger human health. Food allergies are another
major health concern. Those with food aI1ergieswill have no way of knowing what foods to.
avoid. The basis for concern is a recent study reported in the New’England Journal of Medicine,
which tested the effits of including a gene from a Brazil Nut in a soybean. The study found that
people who were allergic to Brazil Nuts were also allergic to the genetically engineered soybean.
Health professional are also concerned that the mass consumption of genetically engineered
foods could make treating infections more difikult because some genetically modified foods
contain antibiotic resistant genes. -- .. .
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md. religious principles. Many Jews and Muslims need to avoid foods with substances fiorn,,,.
“”.sp’@ic aninials~while devout vegetariti--wirit ~ti“avoid“subst%%esfrom any animal.

Additionally, a considerable portion of thepopulation is reli~’o&Iy motivated to avoid genetically
, engineered foods because they view it as &unter’to the biolo#&l integrity of creation. By

refhsing to label genetically engineered foods, the FDA is infi@jing on the free exercise of
religion as guaranteed by the Constitution and th~Religious FreerdomRestoration Act (NRA).
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Organic Consurnerk Asscdation’ 860 Highway 6f~@tIe Marais, Mn 55614
Tel: 218-ti6-4?%l ‘Fw* 218-22$3157
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